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Ubuntu Gathering Place Open in Buckeye-Woodhill
The Ubuntu Gathering Place recently opened at the corner of E.
103rd St. and Shaker Blvd., and Councilman Blaine A. Griffin is
hoping residents relish this new park, one of two that recently
opened in the community.

“I was happy to celebrate this with representatives from East End
Neighborhood House and Western Reserve Land Conservancy, and
to welcome neighbors to enjoy the newly-constructed public park,”
Councilman Griffin said.

What was once an auto dealership turned vacant lot has been
transformed into a beautiful 0.5-acre public area that includes
walkways, newly planted trees, bioretention cells that will mitigate
stormwater runoff, an outdoor education space, locally-
commissioned art walls, and a plaza with a depiction of the
continent of Africa. 

Ubuntu is a Nguni Bantu (southern Africa) term meaning
“humanity”, sometimes best translated as “I am because we are.” It
symbolizes the powerful connection that can exist between people
who are open to seeing each other in each other.

The green infrastructure component of the project includes a
serpentine series of bioretention cells (shallow storm water basins)
stretching throughout the property, removing approximately
244,000 gallons of storm water annually from the combined sewer
system. These will ultimately filter water to the final vegetated
infiltration basin that will serve as the centerpiece of the Green
Infrastructure Outdoor Classroom within the Ubuntu Gathering
Place. East End Neighborhood House also plans to use the outdoor
classroom as an educational tool for the development of
environmental stewards among the community’s youth.

“This public gathering space will be where friendships are built and
memories are made,” said Atunyese Herron, president and CEO of
East End. “It is the culmination of many years of hard work and
tireless effort, all of which were truly worth it.”

Additional partners on this project include Environmental Design
Group, which developed a below-market cost for the design,
engineering and construction management and New Vista, which
handled all the construction. LAND Studio, Burten, Bell, Carr
Development, Inc. provided additional support. The project was
made possible thanks to generous seed funding from the Saint
Luke’s Foundation which enabled the Land Conservancy to
leverage additional funding from the National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation’s Sustain Our Great Lakes program, The Funders
Network – Partners for Places, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District, Cuyahoga County, Bank of America, Reinberger
Foundation, and Fifth Third Bank.

Upcoming Waste
Pick up Schedule 
Upcoming Waste
Pick up Schedule 

B=Bulk Pick up Week



Grand Opening of Woodhill Community Garden
Promises Healthy Produce for the Community
The new Woodhill Community
Garden has opened on the corner
of Woodhill and Buckeye roads, a
great addition to the neighborhood. 

The transformative project will
grow and harvest healthy produce
for the local community and serve
as a learning center for local youth.
The Woodhill Community Garden
joins other new green space in the
community, including the new
Ubuntu Gathering Place,  and
improvements to Artha Woods
Park.

The Garden is the brainchild of
Elder Ernest L. Fields, Pastor of
Calvary Hill Church of God in Christ.
Calvary Hill is a stone's throw from
the garden.

The Garden sits on land that once
held three vacant and abandoned
homes, and beautifies the
community, while also providing
benefit to the nearby East End
Neighborhood House and Calvary
Hill. These two anchor institutions
in Buckeye-Woodhill are actively
engaged with community members
of all ages, with programming
ranging from early childhood
education services to free meals
and social activities for senior
citizens.

The Garden includes wash stations,
fenced-in raised garden beds, a
compost bin, an irrigation system,
pathways to improve access to the
site, a gardening shed, paved
driveways, and a pavilion shelter
for community gatherings and
educational programming.

The project partners relied on
multiple public and private funding
sources to raise more than
$200,000 to create the
Community Garden. 

When public, private and faith-
based partners work together we
can restore what was once a spot
for abandoned homes into a
community destination. This new
Woodhill garden joins Ubuntu
Gathering Place and the Ernest
Turner Memorial Park as
neighborhood gems.

Based on already-completed
outreach, there is a strong need for
children in Buckeye-Woodhill to
have a safe place to be outside, as
well as learn about the importance
of eating fresh and nutritious foods.
Older adults in the community have
a strong interest in passing their
gardening skills to younger
generations, while also teaching
children how to live a healthy
lifestyle. 
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Artha Woods Park to receive Larry Doby
Memorial Installation and Upgrades
Artha Woods Park will soon receive new Larry Doby themed installations and general
park upgrades. The graphic installations will honor iconic American baseball player
Larry Doby. The upgraded amenities will include a splash pad, exercise equipment,
new benches and tables. See below to view the map of park elements: 
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